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Thank you for supporting the 49 parishes,
schools and other Catholic organizations
in the Diocese of Fort Worth that
participated in #iGiveCatholic on
November 29. The Advancement
Foundation provided the training and paid
the participation fee for each organization,
but it was their efforts that raised $834,393
on this Giving Day. The amount raised
more than doubled the 2021 total of
$402,000. 

Wendy Collins, director of stewardship
and parish relations, explained that
awareness of #iGiveCatholic has been
growing each year. Parishes, schools, and
ministries promoted #iGiveCatholic on
November 29 with activities including
social media livestreams, a phone bank,
and even a talent show. In this issue we
share photos and results from the 2022
#iGiveCatholic Giving Day on page 9.

Other news inside this issue:

Annual Diocesan Appeal
Update
Catholic Education and
Faith Formation
Campaign
New Retirement Laws
Planned Giving
Stewardship Resolutions
What is an Endowment? 

$834,393 raised during

#iGiveCatholic 

giving tuesday 2022
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Step 1: Now or after your
lifetime, you establish an
endowment fund at the

Advancement Foundation to
benefit one or more of your
favorite parishes, schools or

ministries. You name the
fund.

 
Step 2: It is invested in

accordance with the teaching 
of the Catholic Church.

Step 3: Your fund provides
perpetual annual distributions
to the Catholic organization(s)

of your choice.

How Endowment Funds Work

Endowment Education
What is an endowment? First of a six-part series

An endowment fund is an investment
portfolio established to fund charitable and
nonprofit institutions. An endowment fund
is a place to donate your money to be
invested and grow according to Catholic
values so that it can be donated to the
Catholic entity you care about.

In the Diocese of Fort Worth, a minimum
gift of $10,000 is required to open an
endowment fund. You can open a fund with
cash, real estate, mineral rights and personal
property. The Advancement Foundation also
accepts gifts of stock, including gifts of stock
from a closely held business.

80 parish endowments

25 in memory of someone

26 in honor of someone

81 for Catholic schools

Endowments Funds Under Management of the Advancement Foundation

$74,262,519 in total endowment portfolio as of Dec 31, 2022.

See each endowment by designation online at

https://www.advancementfoundation.org/endowment-funds-list 
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Like a retirement fund...the more you
donate, the larger your fund grows and
compounds growth.
Unlike a retirement fund....your endowment
and its growth is no longer your income.

Like a Donor Advised Fund...your donations
to your endowment fund are eligible for tax
benefits
Unlike a Donor Advised Fund...the funds in
an endowment will operate in perpetuity to
benefit the Catholic parish, school or
ministry you designate.

 14 for Catholic entities

5 unrestricted

https://www.advancementfoundation.org/endowment-funds-list
https://www.advancementfoundation.org/endowment-funds-list


What is an endowment? 
Continued from page 2
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The Gift that Keeps on Giving…
If you added up the annual distributions
from an endowment fund over a 25-year
period, the total would most likely match
or exceed the fund’s value at the start of
that period. Annual distributions from the
fund would continue for the next 25 years,
and the 25 years after that, and on and on.

In essence, any gift you make to an
endowment fund today will duplicate itself
in annual distributions every 25 years or
so. Year 1 Year 25 Year 50 Year 75 Year 100

500,000 

400,000 

300,000 

200,000 

100,000 

0 

Don't leave the guesswork to your family and friends. 
Setting up an endowment fund today tells your family and friends where your passion lies.
Your milestone birthdays, honorarium or memorial donations could be given to the
endowment fund you create today. In fact, many people choose to open the endowment
fund now, and name the endowment as beneficiary after their death. 

Sadly 28% of all Donor Advised Funds do not list a beneficiary. This means that
organizations like Fidelity Foundation or Charles Schwab Foundation will receive your
funding upon your death. This explains why these financial foundations have become the
largest philanthropists in the nation. However, their grant programs often do not allow for
applications from religious organizations, thereby excluding the parish or ministry you
care about. 

Please visit our website or contact us to learn how an Advancement Foundation
endowment fund, invested according to Catholic values and funding your Catholic
passions, can carry on your legacy for generations to come. 

Visit
www.advancementfoundation.
org/endowment-funds to watch
a short, easy-to-understand
video about our funds

https://www.advancementfoundation.org/endowment-funds
https://www.advancementfoundation.org/endowment-funds


Majority of grants fund salary support
Annual Diocesan Appeal Provides Vital Funding for Rural and Financially-
Struggling Parish Communities
How often do you call your parish office,
make a donation to your parish or attend
Mass? For many parishes, the staff and clergy
behind those expected experiences is in peril.
In 2023, 98% of parishes who applied for an
operating grant from the Annual Diocesan
Appeal asked for salary support for essential
positions such as office managers, youth
ministers and even priests.

Last year 34 parishes requested $1.5 million in
salary support. The Annual Diocesan Appeal
was able to support 32 parishes with $840,000
last year. Unfortunately, we were unable to
fund the full amount each parish requested. 

Ultimately with inflation and competitive
salaries throughout North Texas, parishes in
rural areas struggle to pay a living wage for
staff. This is where the Annual Diocesan
Appeal comes in to help. 

Only six months remain in this year's Annual
Diocesan Appeal. Please help your parish meet
its goal by reviewing their progress in the table
below and on the next page. You can make an
additional gift at bit.ly/DiocesanAppeal (case
sensitive). 

Parish Progress Toward Goal (as of 12/05/2022)
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http://bit.ly/DiocesanAppeal


parish annual diocesan appeal results 
Continued from page 4
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New Tax Laws Impact
Donors Over The Age
of 70-1/2

Secure 2.0 increases the age retirees must
begin taking taxable withdrawals to 73 in
2023 and 75 by 2033, up from the
previous 72. It does not, however, increase
the age an IRA owner can make a qualified
charitable distribution. That age remains
at 70½.

Simply put, the extension of the RMD age
gives you more time to save. You will
enjoy additional tax-free growth. It also
can be significant if you do not want to
begin withdrawing retirement funds
during an unsettled economic climate,
giving you more time for your stock
portfolio to recover.

Are you 70½ or older? If so, you may know
about a popular gift option that allows you
to make a gift directly from your IRA to a
qualified charity without paying income
taxes on the distribution. Historically, the 

A new year has brought more than just
resolutions. It’s brought new laws and other
changes that may affect your giving decisions.
And with any economic change, you may be
looking at your finances and wondering how
you will be impacted.

The new laws include retirement changes,
known collectively as “Secure 2.0,” that may
affect your saving and your giving. They may
even make it easier for you to make a
difference at organizations you care about.
Some important things Secure 2.0 does that
involve charitable giving:

Increases the required minimum
distribution (RMD) age

How does this affect me?

Adjusts for inflation the $100,000 annual
limit on direct gifts to qualified charities
from your IRA

This allows you to not only increase
your giving but also ensure your giving
keeps pace with inflation. And you can
make an impact—and see that impact—
now rather than after your lifetime.

If you are 70½ or older, you can make a
one-time election for a qualified
charitable distribution of up to $50,000
(without being taxed) from your IRA to
fund a life-income gift such as a
charitable gift annuity, charitable
remainder unitrust or charitable
remainder annuity trust.

These types of life-income gifts allow
you to make a gift to a qualified
charitable organization and receive
lifetime payments to boost your
retirement income, or provide a
lifetime payment for you or your
spouse.

 amount you could give was capped at
$100,000 per year. This figure will now be
adjusted annually for inflation beginning in
2024.
How does this affect me?

Allows for a distribution from your IRA to
fund a life-income gift

How does this affect me?

Questions about the new retirement laws?
Please contact Renée Underwood, CFRE at
817-533-7242, plannedgiving@adv-fdn.org
or visit bit.ly/CatholicLegacy

https://advancementfoundation.planmygift.org/#


The practice of making New Year’s resolutions

goes back more than 3,000 years. The start of a

New Year gives us the feeling of a fresh start, a

new beginning, and new opportunities. It is a

time when people feel that they can begin anew

with their lives. Common New Year’s resolutions

are to lose weight, exercise more and eat

healthier; or to spend more time with family.

Still others include managing money better and

being more organized.

Although there is nothing in the Bible or notable

in Christian tradition about New Year’s

resolutions, many good stewards take advantage

of this time of year to become closer to the Lord.

They may re-commit themselves to pray more,

to read the Bible, or to attend Mass more

regularly. If you are looking for some ideas for

your New Year’s resolutions, here are a few to

get you started:

Practice gratitude – Cultivating a grateful heart

is the hallmark of a Christian steward. Every day,

express thankfulness to the Lord and to others.

Encounter the Lord each day – Find time to be

with the Lord each day, whether it be for an

hour or ten minutes. Have a conversation with

the Lord. Give your joys and worries to Him as

well. Allow God’s love to transform them. Our

encounters will keep our eyes and ears open to

the presence of Christ in our midst.

A New Year, New
Beginnings for the
Christian Steward
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Reprinted with the  permission of 
International Catholic Stewardship Council

Be present to others – There is much

celebration and mourning, joy and sorrow

in peoples’ lives. What a blessing it is to be

able to share those times and not let

others experience them alone. The gift of

your presence to others is much more

valuable than you realize.

Resist overwork – There is a pressure to

produce, meet goals, be successful.

But activities that lead us to overwork,

constant fatigue and worry do not give

glory to God. What God calls us to do we

can do well. Be mindful that life

requires balance, down time and letting go

of unrealistic goals.

Nurture friendships – Our friends are

those we choose to be with, those with

whom we spend our evenings, with whom

we vacation, to whom we go to for advice.

Friends are gifts from God who give us a

greater appreciation of God’s love for us.

Friends need our time and love.

Give more – Good stewards realize that

everything they have is entrusted to them

as a gift to be shared. There is no better

place to begin than sharing with the

community that gathers around the Lord’s

table at Mass. Consider what you are giving

to your parish and local diocese and

commit to an even greater contribution as

circumstances allow.



A Stewardship Prayer for January
Lord of new life, Thank you for the gift of a
new year.
You have entrusted us with the coming
days,
weeks and months as stewards
of your divine plan;
to live in gratitude, joy, and an ever
growing confidence in your Kingdom to
come.
We ask for the humility to reform our lives;
the courage to commit ourselves to you no
matter the cost; and the wisdom to shine
the light of faith on others.
Open our hearts, give us your Spirit and
show us how to share your love so that we
may bring hope to a world in need of your
justice and peace.
We pray to be a sign of your grace in this
new year through your son, Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever.
Amen

Make a difference in your parish

community – Believe it or not, your parish

community can use your talents. Offering

your talents to your faith community is one

of the most effective ways to feel useful and

connected to others, and it is a potentially

life-changing New Year’s resolution.

Consider living more simply – We cannot

find fulfillment in possessions. They add

nothing to our self-worth. Jesus blessed the

“poor in spirit” in his Sermon on the Mount;

and Saint Francis of Assisi urged us to live

with only what was necessary, for that is how

we begin to find God.

Get healthy – Studies show that most people

in North America are accelerating their own

decline into premature old age, owing to

poor diet and lack of physical activity. Be a

good steward of your body. If necessary,

plan a complete overhaul of your diet and

exercise habits.

Don’t give up – People give up their New

Year’s resolutions because of perfectionism

and unrealistic expectations. So take it slow,

be kind to yourself and keep trying. Resist

the urge to throw your hands up and quit.

You succeed through small, manageable

changes over time.

Turn to the Lord – Ask the Lord for

guidance, strength and perseverance in

achieving your resolutions. In his letter to

the Philippians, Saint Paul writes: “I can do

everything through Him who gives me

strength” (Phil 4:13). If God is the center of

our New Year’s resolutions, they have a

better chance for success.

Stewardship Resolutions 
Continued from previous page
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Saint Andrew Catholic School, Fort

Worth $135,483.04 (11th ranked

among 1,550 ministries nationwide)

Most Blessed Sacrament Parish,

Arlington $102,540.00 (16th)

St. Jude Catholic Church, Mansfield

$79,462 (28th)

Nolan Catholic High School $66,075

(34th)

Saint Andrew Catholic School 234

Nolan Catholic High School 200

Most Blessed Sacrament Parish,

Arlington 183

St. Jude, Mansfield 183

Sister Thuan Phan, the religion teacher

at St. Maria Goretti, joined in the staff

talent show dance.  St. Andrew Catholic

School topped the leaderboard for

funds raised, followed by Most Blessed

Sacrament Parish. St. Jude Parish in

Mansfield participated for the first time

and met its goal of $82,000, securing a

third-place finish. St. Jude will use its

funds for asphalt on a parking lot and

to install security cameras.

Nationwide, $16,215,550 was raised

from 36,498 donors for 1,550 ministries

in 42 participating dioceses. Fort Worth

represented 4.62% of all dollars raised

during #iGiveCatholic.

Most Funds Raised

1.

2.

3.

4.

Other Fort Worth Ministries in Top

100 Nationwide

St. Maria Goretti Catholic School (89th)

St. Mary of the Assumption (93rd)

Most Donors

1.

2.

3.

4.

#iGiveCatholic results
Continued from Page 1
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S t .  M a r i a  G o r e t t i  S c h o o l  s t a g e d  a  t a l e n t
s h o w  t h a t  w a s  b o t h  l i v e  a n d  l i v e -
s t r e a m e d  t o  p r o m o t e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s
d u r i n g  # i G i v e C a t h o l i c .



Calendar of Events

Follow Us On
Social Media

Holiday Closings
The Advancement Foundation will be
closed on Monday, January 16, in
observance of the Martin Luther King,
Jr. Holiday

February 23  
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You will find information about giving
opportunities, upcoming events and occasionally
some words of wisdom and inspiration. 

@advancementfoundation

@AdvFdn

Catholic Education and Faith Formation Dinner, Colleyville

The Advancement Foundation is entering the feasibility

phase of the Catholic Education and Faith Formation

Campaign throughout the Diocese of Fort Worth for every

school and parish. Please participate in this short survey to

help us examine every aspect of Catholic Education and

Faith Formation for the future of our children and our

Church. 

Moving Catholic Education Forward
with a Feasibility Survey 

https://bit.ly/CEFFSurvey1

http://www.facebook.com/advancementfoundation
http://www.facebook.com/advancementfoundation
https://twitter.com/advfdn
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H8LG8X3
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The children's choir from Saint Andrew School

entertained members of the St. John Paul II

Shepherd's Guild as they arrived from Mass with

Bishop Olson to attend a brunch with

seminarians and their families on December 17

at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Parish. The

Shepherd's Guild is a group of 125 Catholic

individuals/couples who pray for and financially

support seminarian education through annual

membership. 

To fully fund the cost of formation for the

current 24 seminarians, the Shepherd's Guild has

a goal of increasing its membership to 400

individuals/couples. Semi-annual events like this

allow members to introduce the Guild to their

guests and provide an opportunity for

seminarians to meet and thank those who

support their education. 

The event included remarks from Bishop

Michael F. Olson, Director of Vocations Father

Brett Metzler and seminarian Blake Thompson,

a convert to the Catholic faith, who shared his

amazing testimony.

Christmas with the Seminarians
St. John Paul II Shepherd's Guild Brunch 

L e a r n  m o r e  o r  j o i n  t h e  S t .
J o h n  P a u l  I I  S h e p h e r d ' s
G u i l d  b y  v i s i t i n g :
h t t p : / / w w w . a d v a n c e m e n t f o
u n d a t i o n . o r g / m e m b e r s h i p

https://www.advancementfoundation.org/membership


Most Rev. Michael F. Olson, STD, MA
Bishop of Fort Worth

CHAIR
Very Rev. Msgr. E. James Hart
Chancellor and Moderator of the Curia

PRESIDENT
Mr. Clinton J. Weber

DIRECTORS
Mr. Ed Gray
Mr. Michael Halloran, APMA
Rev. Stephen Hauck
Mr. Ryan F. Kagay
Ms. Rosa Navejar
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What We Do

Identify Needs
Raise Funds
Create Awareness
Provide Opportunity
Inspire Generosity

Support the Catholic Diocese of Fort
Worth

Board of Directors Contact
201 Main Street, Suite 1198
Fort Worth TX 76102-3101
www.advancementfoundation.org

Clint Weber
President and CEO 
817-533-3171  cweber@adv-fdn.org

Renée Underwood, CFRE
Chief Development Officer 
817-533-7242 runderwood@adv-fdn.org 

Chris Chapman
Senior Director of Development 
817-310-8368
cchapman@adv-fdn.org

Wendy Collins 
Director of Stewardship & 
Parish Relations
817-533-3178  wcollins@adv-fdn.org

Rachel Martinez, CFRE
Director of Annual Giving and Grants 
817-382-4939 rmartinez@adv-fdn.org

Dianna Rhoads
Gift Processing Supervisor 
817-533-3174 
drhoads@adv-fdn.org

Graciela Garcia se habla Español
Gift Processing
817-533-3175 ggarcia@adv-fdn.org

We are here to assist you, please
contact any member of the team for
information.

“Charity is the synthesis
of contemplation and

action, it is the point at
which heaven joins earth,

where human beings 
join with God.” 

 
Blessed Sandra Sabattini

http://www.advancementfoundation.org/
mailto:cweber@adv-fdn.org
mailto:runderwood@adv-fdn.org
tel:817-310-8368
mailto:cchapman@adv-fdn.org
mailto:wcollins@adv-fdn.org
tel:817-382-4939
mailto:rmartinez@adv-fdn.org
mailto:drhoads@adv-fdn.org
tel:817-533-3175
mailto:ggarcia@adv-fdn.org

