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Priest Care Fund Special Collection, Jan 13-14,
supports retired, infirm priests

Together, each year we are able to offset medical
expenses for retired and infirm priests in the
Diocese of Fort Worth. One hundred percent of
this collection remains in the Diocese of Fort
Worth to pay for medical and long-term care
expenses of retired priests not covered by
insurance. Please respond in love for their years of
generous service by donating to the Priest Care
Fund through the collection taken during Mass,  
through your parish’s online payment system or
online here.

Other Special Collections in January and
February: Church in Latin America, Jan-27-28;
Black and Indian Missions, February 17-18.

https://fwdioc.org/special-collections


Highest Rates in 16 years

It's the best time in a long time to
consider the gift that pays you: a
charitable gift annuity.
Payout rates went up again Jan. 1, 2024,
and are higher than they have been in 16
years. Seize the moment by considering
this amazing gift that provides you with
stable, regular income—regardless of the
economy.

After your lifetime, the remaining
amount becomes part of your legacy at
the Catholic Diocese of Fort Worth
Advancement Foundation, allowing our
mission to thrive far into the future.

How It Works
With a gift annuity, you make a donation
using cash, marketable securities or other
assets, and we, in turn, pay you a fixed
amount for life. You’ll receive reliable,
predictable payments for your lifetime
(and the lifetime of a loved one, if you
choose).

For Example
Barbara, 72, transfers $25,000 in
exchange for a charitable gift annuity.
She will receive annual payments of
$1,650, a rate of 6.6%.

*Based on a 5.2% charitable midterm federal
rate. Deductions and calculations will vary
depending on your personal circumstances.

Additional Benefits

With this gift, you’ll also enjoy:
A partial income tax charitable
deduction for your gift when you
itemize.
Part of each payment being income
tax-free throughout your estimated
life expectancy.
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Tip: You Have Funding Options

Give Appreciated Assets. Funding a gift
annuity with appreciated assets, such as
securities, will not only provide you
with reliable payments for life and
allow you to support our work, but it
can offer financial benefits. You will
receive a federal income tax charitable
deduction (when you itemize) in the
year the gift is made and eliminate part
of the capital gains tax you would have
paid if selling the securities. And if you
have stocks that produce low-yield
dividends, you may be able to increase
your income.

Give From Your IRA. If you are 70½
or older, you can make a one-time
election for a qualified charitable
distribution of up to $53,000
(without being taxed) from your
IRA to fund a gift annuity. Special
rules apply, so contact Renée
Underwood, CFRE at 817-533-7242
or plannedgiving@adv-fdn.org for
more details.

Request Your Personalized Example

We would be happy to send you a free,
no-obligation calculation showing you the
increased benefits you can receive from a
gift annuity. Your personalized calculation
will include your potential income tax
charitable deduction and our annual
payments to you for life. Contact Renée
Underwood, CFRE at 817-533-7242 or
plannedgiving@adv-fdn.org to begin.

Visit our website at
https://advancementfoundation.planmygi
ft.org/2024-cga-rate-increase for more
details, as well as the complete rate charts
and a “Build Your Own Gift Annuity”
calculator to see how a gift annuity can
benefit you and your chosen Catholic
entity.

The Amazing Benefits of a Charitable Gift Annuity

mailto:plannedgiving@adv-fdn.org
mailto:plannedgiving@adv-fdn.org
https://advancementfoundation.planmygift.org/2024-cga-rate-increase
https://advancementfoundation.planmygift.org/2024-cga-rate-increase


A New Year’s Resolution 
Giving Generously to Your Parish

The best way to respond to God’s loving
generosity is by reflecting that generosity
day by day. What God does in Jesus’
human life is a much-magnified version
of what happens when we take time to
pray, offer our time and talents to our
parish family or when family budgets and
spending habits are reprioritized to
conform more devotedly to the Gospel.
The stewardship question is not, “Should
I do these things?” but rather, “How much
should I do?” Take time during these next
couple of weeks to reflect prayerfully on
God’s generosity toward you, on the
quality of your own life of gratitude and
what you are doing and can do to further
God’s kingdom by your own giving
patterns in the coming year.
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As we reflect on our family budgets for
the coming year, now is an ideal time to
focus on gratitude and what we are
willing to give back to the Lord in 2024.
It can be easy to become distracted by
the busyness, planning, spending and
indebtedness we occur around the
holidays. But when we turn the calendar
page we should prayerfully reflect on
what priority we will give to God in our
spending.

Christian stewards acknowledge with
gratitude that even their financial
resources and material wealth
ultimately come from God. Exercising
good stewardship over the money one
makes, manages, spends and offers back
to God is a tangible measure of their
gratitude to God and their spiritual
health.

Giving generously to their parish,
dioceses and institutions of the Catholic
Church is second nature to good
stewards. They prayerfully reflect on
their ability to give and return the “first
fruits” of their financial resources back
to God (Leviticus 23:10). The good
steward’s desire is to put God first
among his or her spending priorities.
They take seriously the psalmist’s
question: “What return shall I make to
the Lord for all the good He has done
for me?” (Psalm 116:12). 

Christian stewards
acknowledge 

with gratitude that even their
financial resources and 

material wealth ultimately 
come from God.

For a tool on how to budget charitable
giving to your parish, the Annual
Diocesan Appeal, special collections and
other worthy purposes, visit
https://www.advancementfoundation.org
/my-catholic-giving-guide-english-
2024.pdf

https://www.advancementfoundation.org/my-catholic-giving-guide-english-2024.pdf
https://www.advancementfoundation.org/my-catholic-giving-guide-english-2024.pdf
https://www.advancementfoundation.org/my-catholic-giving-guide-english-2024.pdf


National Catholic Schools Week (CSW) is
an annual celebration of Catholic
education in the United States now
entering its 50th anniversary year. The
event will be celebrated throughout the
Diocese of Fort Worth from January 28-
February 3 with special Masses,
assemblies, open houses and other
opportunities to celebrate what makes a
Catholic education so vital in our world
today. Learn more about our Catholic
schools at
https://catholicschoolsfwdioc.org/. To
support our schools through tuition
assistance donations, salary support,
safety and security enhancements or
endowment funds visit
www.advancementfoundation.org.
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Catholic Schools Week
United in Faith and Community

Thanks be to God for the outpouring of stewardship by 1,766
Catholics during #iGiveCatholic #GivingTuesday. The
$1,006,313 in contributions raised November 28, 2023 will
have an incredible impact on building His Kingdom in the
parishes, schools and ministries of the Catholic Diocese of Fort
Worth.

Nationwide, $20,026,981 was raised from 47,665 donors for
1,646 ministries in 52 participating dioceses. Fort Worth
represented 5.02% of all dollars raised during #iGiveCatholic.

We Can’t Thank You Enough for Your Generosity
#iGiveCatholic Surpasses $1 Million in Funds Donated

https://catholicschoolsfwdioc.org/
http://www.advancementfoundation.org/


Annual Diocesan Appeal 2023-2024
Parish Results as
of December 13 

Halfway through the
campaign, four
parishes have met
their commitment
goal and eight have
reached participation
above 30 percent.

If you made a gift to
the Annual Diocesan
Appeal this year, thank
you for extending
your generosity
throughout the
Diocese of Fort Worth.

You can help your
parish reach its goal by
giving online
bit.ly/DiocesanAppeal

When all parishes
meet their goal we are
able to fully fund:

Seminarian
education
Parish operating
grants
Priest care fund
Catholic Charities
and other vital
needs
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https://bit.ly/DiocesanAppeal


Two Ways to Get a
Head Start on New
Year’s Resolutions

2.

     Declutter. 

If you want to declutter in the new year,
consider donating an old motor vehicle
or boat. The Advancement Foundation
accepts donations of working or
nonworking cars (RVs, motorcycles, golf
carts, heavy equipment, trailers, vans,
boats, etc.) to benefit your parish,
Catholic school, a ministry, the Annual
Diocesan Appeal or any other purpose in
the Diocese of Fort Worth. More
information is available at
https://bit.ly/catholiccardonate. When
you set up your donation, please contact
Dianna Rhoads or call 817-533-3174 to let
her know which parish, school or
ministry you want to benefit from your
donation. 

      Peace of Mind.

Did you put making or updating a will at
the top of your list of resolutions? As a
thank you for being a friend of Catholic
Diocese of Fort Worth Advancement
Foundation, FreeWill is delighted to help
you create your legal will. It’s 100% free
to you, and most people finish in 20
minutes or less. FreeWill also offers you
the ability to create a free revocable
living trust. Start your free will at
https://www.freewill.com/FortWorthDio
cese

1.
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Information contained herein was accurate at the time of posting. The
information in this newsletter is not intended as legal or tax advice.
For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor. Figures
cited in any examples are for illustrative purposes only. References to
tax rates include federal taxes only and are subject to change. State law
may further impact your individual results.

Stewardship Prayer 
for the new year

Heavenly Father, 
Thank you for the gift of a new year. 

You have entrusted us with the coming
days, 

weeks and months as stewards 
of your divine plan; 
to live in gratitude, 

joy, and an ever-growing confidence 
in your Kingdom to come. 

We ask for the humility 
to reform our lives; 

the courage to commit ourselves 
to you no matter the cost; 

and the wisdom 
to shine the light of faith on others. 
Open our hearts, give us your Spirit 
and show us how to share your love 

so that we may bring hope 
to a world in need of your 

justice and peace. 
We pray to be a sign of your 

grace in this new year 
through your son, Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

forever and ever. 
Amen.

https://bit.ly/catholiccardonate
https://www.freewill.com/trust/FortWorthDiocese
https://www.freewill.com/trust/FortWorthDiocese
https://www.freewill.com/trust/FortWorthDiocese
https://www.freewill.com/FortWorthDiocese
https://www.freewill.com/FortWorthDiocese


28 seminarians returned from finals
week to a Mass with Bishop Olson and
brunch with St. John Paul II Shepherd's
Guild members who financially support
their education on December 16. 

Seminarian Trent Barton shared his
vocation story as a previous assistant for
the Hardin-Simmons University football
team. There he learned "Unity is the
Mission" and he brings that to his studies
in the priesthood. He thanked members
of the Shepherds Guild for their unity
with seminarians on their years of
discernment. To support seminarian
education as a member of the St. John
Paul II Shepherd’s Guild, visit
https://www.advancementfoundation.or
g/sjp2-shepherds-guild
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Important Dates
Monday, January 15 Office closed in
observance of the Martin Luther King
Jr. Holiday
Saturday, March 2 Diocesan Day of
Stewardship 

Follow Us On Social Media
You will find information about giving
opportunities, upcoming events and
occasionally some words of wisdom and
inspiration.

@advancementfoundation

@AdvFdn

Rev. Brett Metzler introduces 28 of
the 29 diocesan seminarians to
members of the St. John Paul II
Shepherd’s Guild. 

St. John Paul II Shepherds Guild

Members Gather with Seminarians

The brunch was opened with bi-
lingual Christmas Carols from 
All Saints School students. 

https://www.advancementfoundation.org/sjp2-shepherds-guild
https://www.advancementfoundation.org/sjp2-shepherds-guild
http://www.facebook.com/advancementfoundation
http://www.facebook.com/advancementfoundation
https://twitter.com/advfdn


Most Rev. Michael F. Olson, STD, MA
Bishop of Fort Worth

CHAIR
Mr. Steve Becht

PRESIDENT
Mr. Clinton J. Weber

DIRECTORS
Mrs. Cindy Gordon
Mr. Michael Halloran, APMA
Very Rev. Msgr. E. James Hart
Rev. Stephen Hauck
Very Rev. Jonathan Wallis, VG
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What We Do
Support the Catholic Diocese of Fort
Worth

Identify Needs
Raise Funds
Create Awareness
Provide Opportunity
Inspire Generosity

Board of Directors Contact
201 Main Street, Suite 1198
Fort Worth TX 76102-3101
www.advancementfoundation.org

Clint Weber
President and CEO 
817-533-3171  cweber@adv-fdn.org

Renée Underwood, CFRE
Chief Development Officer 
817-533-7242 runderwood@adv-fdn.org 

Chris Chapman
Senior Director of Development 
817-310-8368
cchapman@adv-fdn.org

Wendy Collins 
Director of Stewardship & 
Parish Relations
817-533-3178  wcollins@adv-fdn.org

Rachel Martinez, CFRE
Director of Annual Giving and Grants 
817-382-4939 rmartinez@adv-fdn.org

Dianna Rhoads
Gift Processing Supervisor 
817-533-3174 
drhoads@adv-fdn.org

Graciela Garcia se habla Español
Gift Processing
817-533-3175 ggarcia@adv-fdn.org

We are here to assist you, please
contact any member of the team for
information.

Good stewards
find their rest in

the Lord.

http://www.advancementfoundation.org/
mailto:cweber@adv-fdn.org
mailto:runderwood@adv-fdn.org
tel:817-310-8368
mailto:cchapman@adv-fdn.org
mailto:wcollins@adv-fdn.org
tel:817-382-4939
mailto:rmartinez@adv-fdn.org
mailto:drhoads@adv-fdn.org
tel:817-533-3175
mailto:ggarcia@adv-fdn.org

