
 
 

What is Stewardship?  
As we seek to invite Catholics into the understanding and practice of authentic stewardship, we often must begin 

by challenging long-held ideas and attitudes.  

 

Misconceptions about Stewardship 

1. Stewardship is all about money and any possible way of fundraising. 

o Giving only to a special collection or financial drive: 

 Develops a certain deceptive sense of never- ending needs. 

 Fails to help people understand our need to give out of gratitude for all God’s gifts. 

o Giving out of guilt: 

 Teaches people that God is demanding and we will never please him. 

o Goal: See ourselves as sharing in His work 

 Understand the need to give 

2. Only the Stewardship Committee is responsible for Stewardship awareness. 

o A parish can only become a Stewardship parish if Stewardship is woven in the fabric of 

parish life, including: 

o The staff 

o Children of Religious Ed 

o Liturgy collaboration 

o Pastor 

o Spoken from the pulpit 

3. It’s the Pastor’s responsibility. 

o The Pastor leads the charge, we support him and his efforts. 

4. We want to live Stewardship as a way of life so everyone in the parish is going to support us 

and want to live this way. 

o You must be spiritually motivated, persistent, loving, hard working and a tough cookie 

with thick skin because changing a culture is not going to be easy. 

o People are scared of change and you are trying to infuse change…so… 

o You might also find that as you continue to live Christ-like some people may not 

understand it and get frustrated. You might get frustrated with them, be patient 

5. It’s a quick fix program we only have to “do” once a year. 

o Stewardship is a faith response 

o ...a journey, having no end – it’s not a job or project 

o …not something we do. It is about who we are, and Whose we are 

o It is ongoing, never-ending and will continue to transform as the parish family grows in 

their understanding of Stewardship 

Other??? 

  
By clearing away misconceptions, we open room in the hearts and mind of parishioners to consider Stewardship 

in a new, holistic way.  



 
 
 

The definitions below recognize Stewardship as what it truly is - a faith response 

Stewardship is… 

 “…fundamentally the work of the Spirit in our lives. It is, ultimately, the pull and the power of the 

Gospel come alive in our times and circumstances.” (U.S. Catholic Bishops’ pastoral letter, 

Stewardship; A Disciple’s Response)  

 

 “…passing on God’s love – understanding God’s love as manifest in every breath, birth to death, and 

everything sandwiched in between: all of creation, our families, our aptitudes, our talents, our treasures 

temporal and spiritual, everything.” (Colleen Smith, Catholic Stewardship – Sharing God’s Gifts, 2001 

Our Sunday Visitor Publishing)  

 

 …the philosophy, the spirituality from which we, as people of God, live out our baptismal call to serve 

others and to serve God.  

 

 …a way of life, achieved through conversion of heart and mind, in which we recognize that all we have 

is a gift from our generous God, meant to be shared with others.  

 

 …one who receives God’s gifts gratefully, cherishes and tends them in a responsible and 

accountable manner, shares them in justice and love with all and returning them with increase 

to the Lord. (USCCB Pastoral Letter) 

 

Which definition resonated with you? Why? 


