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PLANNING YOUR STEWARDSHIP LAY WITNESS TALK

1. Determine When You Are Scheduled to Talk: 
Ask your pastor or parish Stewardship chair the following questions: 
· What date are you speaking? ____________________ 
· At what Masses are you speaking? ___________________________________ 
· What time during the Mass will you be speaking (before Mass, after the homily or after Communion)? ____________________________________________ 
· How long should you speak? (3-5 minutes is the recommended length) _______ 


2. Determine What Points Your Parish Needs You to Cover: 
Talks should stress: 
· Take time to talk and listen to God in prayer. 
· How involvement in parish life has impacted you and your family and how parishioners can be more active in the parish.
· How can parishioners advance the mission of Church through their financial support. 

Stewardship means putting God first and detaching ourselves from our time, possessions and money.

Your parish may also want you to address any of the following points: 
· An invitation to attend the Ministry Fair. 
· An explanation of the Commitment Card(s) and the importance of returning them. 


3. Do: 
· Say, “Many of you know from your own giving experience that what I have told you is true.” (Acknowledging that you are not in this alone.)
· Stress the sense of joy and fulfillment that comes to those who give God the first share of their time, talent and treasure as a way of expressing their gratitude and trust in God.
· Talk about intentional, planned and proportionate giving. Explain what it means to you to give from your substance.
· Explain that Stewardship involves not only church, it also includes your family, the community and the universal Church.
· Have the pastor or Stewardship Committee review your talk before you present it.



TALKING ABOUT STEWARDSHIP

Living a Stewardship lifestyle allows you to:

Recognize the other “goals” you may have in your life (job, money, power, ego) and re-prioritize to put God first. 

• Stop complaining about what you don’t have and be grateful for the gifts you have been given. 
• Decrease dependence on “me” and increase trust in God. 
• Realize things don’t always go according to your schedule and that God has a better plan.


TALKING ABOUT PRAYER

When we think of giving time, we often consider it to be the same as giving talent. We think that we give our time and our talent when we volunteer at the parish. In reality, Stewardship starts when we spend time with God, deepening our relationship with Him. By talking about prayer instead of time, we make that distinction very clear. 

St. Paul gives us a simple three-part guideline for our Stewardship prayer. “Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.” - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. If we can follow St. Paul’s advice, then Stewardship will become our natural response. 

What we are asking is for people to have a real serious conversation with God. 

Stewardship calls us to start with prayer. However, prayer is not the final goal. Prayer is not the end. Our prayer must lead us to action. Prayer must eventually lead us to serve and be generous. 


TALKING ABOUT SERVICE

When we talk about giving talent, sadly, some parishioners may feel that they have no unique or special talent to share with their parish. When we talk about service we are sending out a message that says, “All are invited. All are needed. All have something to give.” 

It is important to remember that our service in the parish and community must start with our participation in the Eucharist. If we are not in communion with Our Lord and our parish family, then we may be great volunteers, but we are not really Christian stewards. We may be involved in activities that please us, benefit us or give us fulfillment, but we may not be involved in the most important things. We may not be putting God in the center of all of our busyness. 

When we talk about service we should make it very clear that all are invited. Research shows that most people will respond positively when they are personally invited to participate in some ministry or volunteer activity. Although you may be speaking to a large crowd of parishioners make every attempt to give the feeling that you are extending a personal invitation to each person. 


TALKING ABOUT GENEROSITY

When we talk about treasure, we are asking people to make a financial gift. Generosity asks us to dig deeper. It is important to remember that all giving is not necessarily generous. Stewardship calls us to give back to God just as generously as God has given to us. “Much will be required of the person entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more.” - Luke 12:48 

When we think of generosity we think of going above and beyond, of abundant giving, of unselfishness. The good steward is called to give in an unselfish, abundant or even lavish manner. No matter how much or how little we have, we are all able to be generous if our gift is unselfish or abundant, based on our own means. The Poor Widow (Mark 12:41-44) is probably one of the most generous people we meet in the Gospels. 

Generous giving usually involves some sacrifice – it costs us something. Jesus taught us, “Without cost you have received; without cost you are to give.” - Matthew 10:8 

When we really understand that everything belongs to God, we realize we are not asked to give our money to God. We are asked to return to Him a share of what He gave to us. 













ELEMENTS OF AN EFFECTIVE WITNESS TALK

Keep talk to 3-5 minutes
(Remember, brief, impactful points and personal stories are best received by audience)

1. Begin with personal introduction and involvement in parish.
Cradle catholic or convert – include important milestones, important role models (family member, priest, religious) and parish involvement.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Personal witness of conversion, including struggle and blessing.
Speak from the heart including personal faith journey. Include changes in life since being introduced to Stewardship (how has it affected prayer life, family).
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Explain how you first became aware of Stewardship, who or what inspired you and continues to inspire you – What does Stewardship mean to you? In doing so, explain what a Christian steward is:
· One who receives God’s gifts gratefully
· Cherishes and tends them in a responsible and accountable manner
· Shares them in justice and love with others
· Returns them with increase to the Lord
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Explain the giving of time to God in prayer, service to others and the church and generosity of our material goods (stress giving to parish, diocese and community) – How do I practice Stewardship?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Personal invitation/challenge to the audience to consider Stewardship as a way of life and/or to pray and use commitment forms mailed to them or in pews. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SAMPLE MEMO: LAY WITNESS SPEAKER
Date:
From:
To:
Re: Stewardship of Service
Thank you for agreeing to give the lay witness talk for the Stewardship of Service weekend September 23/24 at all Masses.
On Sunday, September 24, I have made arrangements for you to have breakfast, brunch, and/or refreshments in the Padre Restaurant. All you need to do is tell the maitre’d you’re there for Stewardship.
Below are a few pointers for you. 
1. Please prepare a 5-minute talk regarding your own Stewardship of Service as your way of thanking God for His blessings upon you and your family (please see attached to assist you in preparing your talk). I would appreciate getting a copy of your talk by September 9.
2. Please arrive at least 15 minutes before your scheduled talk to give you time to let the presiding cleric know that you are speaking and where you will be sitting so he can introduce you after the short homily. You might want to sit in the first pews right in front of the pulpit.
3. Please deliver your talk immediately after the presiding priest has introduced you. Speak slowly. You’ll be tempted to read too fast. Speak slowly, pause…take deep breaths.
Thank you again,
Name










A LAST WORD – You Will Be Terrific! 

Your Stewardship pulpit talk will be successful if you remember the following: 

· Pray. 
· Prepare. 
· Practice. 
· Be yourself. Be natural. 

Take encouragement from the words the Lord spoke to Jeremiah when Jeremiah complained that he was not ready to be God’s prophet. 


“To whomever I send you, you shall go;
whatever I command you, you shall speak.
Have no fear before them, because I am with you…”
- Jeremiah 1:7-8



Offer Your Parish the Opportunity to Get Extra Mileage from Your Talk

Please make the text of your talk available should your parish want to publish all or part of the lay witness talk(s) in the bulletin, on the parish web site, as a bulletin insert or in a parish newsletter. Excerpts or the full text of the lay witness talk(s) and/or the pastor’s Stewardship homily could also be mailed in a follow-up letter to parishioners who do not return a commitment card.


If you have questions as you prepare your talk, feel free to contact: 
Diana Liska – 817-945-9444 – dliska@advancementfoundation.org


For more information and lay witness resources, please visit:
https://www.advancementfoundation.org/stewardship-starter-kit


Diana Liska  817-945-9444  dliska@advancementfoundation.org
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