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Stewardship of Earth
“In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth” (Gn 1:1)

Tasks to be Completed: 
· Work with Liturgy to ensure songs, prayers of the faithful, and announcements are prepared.
· Volunteers to put cards and pencils in the pews before each Mass.
· Ensure basket(s) will be on the altar for the altar call (after the homily).
· Lay Witness(es) selected and trained properly for their talk on commitment weekend.
· Volunteers to count the cards after commitment weekend – results posted in bulletin the following weekend.

All Bulletin Inserts, Prayers of the Faithful and Pulpit Announcements are found below.
Week 1
· Ensure Earth Bulletin Insert #1 will be in this weekend’s bulletin.
· Ensure the Prayer of the Faithful for this weekend is ready.
· Send bulletin inserts, pulpit announcements and prayers of the faithful to the proper people for weeks 2, 3, 4. 
· Listen to the pre-witnesses of your Witness Speaker(s). Ensure they have the Witness Guide located here: http://www.advancementcorporation.org/stewardship-about.

Week 2
· Confirm the suggested Bulletin Insert #2, Pulpit Announcement and Prayer of the Faithful for this weekend are ready.
· Pastor homily about Stewardship of Earth and our call to be better stewards. He can promote any Earth Day events going on at the church or local community the following week.

Week 3: Commitment Sunday
· Bulletin Insert #3, Pulpit Announcement and Prayer of the Faithful.
· Pencils and Commitment cards are placed in the pews (before Mass).
· Pastor homily
· Lay Witness speaker – Stewardship of Earth.
· After lay witness speaker, father asks everyone to pick up the prayer card in the pew and pray together. After the prayer they are asked to turn over the card and make their commitment.
· Suggested that a Stewardship song is played/sung at this time.
· One side is turned in during an “altar call”** and the other portion is kept for personal accountability.

Pastor Homily on Commitment Sunday:
In the Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on Stewardship, it says that caring for, and cultivating, the world involves:
· Joyful appreciation for the God-given beauty and wonder of nature.
· Protection and preservation of the environment, which would be the Stewardship of ecological concern.
· Respect for human life, shielding life from threat and assault, doing everything that can be done to enhance the gift and make life flourish.
· Development of this world through noble human effort – physical labor, trades and professions and the arts and sciences.

After Commitment Sunday:
· Stewardship Committee to count all cards within one week.
· Accountability in the bulletin the following week. 


Biblical References:
“In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth” (Gn 1:1).

“Then, God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and the cattle, and over all the wild animals and all the creatures that crawl on the ground’” (Gn 1:26).

“Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things that move on the earth” (Gn 1:28).

“The Lord God then took the man and settled him in the garden of Eden, to cultivate and care for it” (Gn 2:15).

“In the beginning God entrusted the earth and its resources to the common stewardship of mankind to take care of them, master them by labor, and enjoy their fruits. The goods of creation are destined for the whole human race. However, the earth is divided up among men to assure the security of their lives, endangered by poverty and threatened by violence. The appropriation of property is legitimate for guaranteeing the freedom and dignity of persons and for helping each of them to meet his basic needs and the needs of those in his charge. It should allow for a natural solidarity to develop between men” (CCC 2402).



Bulletin Inserts:
1. Prayer for Ecological Concern: O gracious God, giver of all that is good, we bless you for having given us life to share with so many other creatures. Through them and with them we praise you and ask that you continue to pour out your Spirit upon the universe, and in it to show forth your glory. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

2. Next weekend we will continue to learn about Stewardship of the Earth and all parishioners will be invited to make a commitment to help make the earth a better place. Please pray about different ways you can become a better steward in your own life. 

3. “The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world and all who dwell therein.” (Psalm 24). Let us come together to celebrate God’s creation and commit ourselves to protecting the Earth. From ancient times human beings have praised God as the Creator. Along with the gift of life, God expects human beings to take responsibility for Stewardship of all that is precious and life-giving.

4. Thank you to everyone who participated in Stewardship of the Earth at Mass last weekend. We had number of people turn in their cards and a total of (insert number) commitments to make the world a better place. It is when we all do our part that the world slowly becomes a better place. THANK YOU!

Prayers of the Faithful:
1. That we may come to understand we have a responsibility to work in God’s kingdom and spread God’s love throughout our world.

2. That our eyes may be open to the needs around us and our hands and hearts may be open to sharing our gifts to make this world a better place for all of us.

3. We thank you for the rhythm of times and seasons. Make us more aware of our changing environment, in our parks and gardens, in the countryside and by the sea. Help us to appreciate all that is special about the present time of year, and to live our lives in keeping with the natural order.

4. That we regularly take time to thank God for all the blessings He bestows on us.

Pulpit Announcements:
1.  With Earth day quickly approaching, think about the many ways that you can be a good steward of your resources. In the weeks to come you will have an opportunity to make a commitment to the church community and God. 
2. 	Long before “going green” was the politically correct thing to do, God commanded us to take care of the earth. From the very beginning of creation sacred scripture tells us, “The Lord God then took the man and settled him in the garden of Eden to cultivate and care for it.” - Genesis 2:15. All Christians are called to be good environmentalists, stewards of the earth and next week, on Earth Day, we will have the opportunity to personally commit to doing our part in the community.
3. 	Happy Earth Day! Today, after the homily, we will have the opportunity to reflect on our responsibility to be good stewards of the earth and the resources and gifts God has entrusted into our care.
4. 	Thank you to everyone who participated in Stewardship of the Earth at Mass last weekend. We had number of people turn in their cards and a total of (insert number) commitments to make the world a better place. It is when we all do our part that the world slowly becomes a better place. THANK YOU!

FB/Website: Earth Day pictures are found on the website below. Feel free to use these pictures online to promote Stewardship of Earth.
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*Altar Call: A basket(s) is placed on the altar and a special song is played while people fill out their cards. Everyone is asked to physically get out of their pews to turn their commitments into the basket as a symbol of giving themselves to the Lord. 

Deuteronomy 26:2-4 says, “You shall take some fruits of the various products of soil which you harvest…and putting them in a basket…you shall go to the priest…[who will] set it in front of the altar of the Lord, your God.”

For more Stewardship of Earth materials, go to:
http://www.advancementcorporation.org/stewardship-about
and look under the Stewardship of Earth heading
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