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Stewardship of Generosity
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and decay destroys, and thieves break in and steal. But store up treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor decay destroys, nor thieves break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.” (Mt 6:19-21)

Tasks to be Completed: 
· Work with Liturgy to ensure songs, prayers of the faithful, and announcements are prepared.
· Ensure mailings/emails are scheduled and prepared for the appropriate days/weeks.
· Volunteers to put cards and pencils in the pews before each Mass.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Ensure basket(s) will be on the altar for the altar call (after the homily).
· Lay Witness(es) selected and trained properly for their talk on commitment weekend.
· Commitments to be entered into the parish database.

Bulletin Inserts, Prayers of the Faithful, Pulpit Announcements and Stewardship of Generosity suggested mailing details are found below.
Week 1
· Ensure Generosity Bulletin Insert #1 will be in this weekend’s bulletin.
· Ensure the Prayer of the Faithful for this weekend is ready.
· Send bulletin inserts, pulpit announcements and prayers of the faithful to the proper people for weeks 2, 3, 4.
· Prepare the pastor letters for the upcoming mailings.
· Listen to the pre-witnesses of your Witness Speaker(s). Ensure they have the witness guide located here: https://www.advancementfoundation.org/stewardship-themes
· Mailing No. 1

Week 2
· Mailing No. 2: Commitment Card Mailing (details outlined below):
· Personalized Letter from the pastor (segmented or generic) 
· Self-addressed Business Reply Envelope
· Commitment Card
· Confirm the suggested Bulletin Insert #2, Pulpit Announcement and Prayer of the Faithful for this weekend are ready to go.
· Pastor homily about Stewardship of Generosity, informs parishioners that they will receive a commitment card in the mail and to bring it back the following weekend, he makes an ASK.


Week 3: Commitment Sunday
· Bulletin Insert #3, Pulpit Announcement and Prayer of the Faithful.
· Pencils and additional Commitment Cards are placed in the pews.
· Short Pastor homily.
· Lay Witness speaker makes final ASK followed by some quiet time for people to fill out their cards.
· A nice Stewardship song could be sung/played during this time.
· Special “altar call”** for families to turn in their Commitment Card.
· Mailing No. 3 or targeted email to those who have not yet made a commitment.
· Give them the benefit of the doubt that they might have been traveling but missed an important weekend.

Pastor Homily on Commitment Sunday

· Reflection on Sacred Scripture, both Old and New Testament. These reflections remind parishioners that Stewardship is not some new fad or some idea made up by Church leaders. Stewardship is God’s idea and it goes back to the very roots of our faith. 
· Reflection on our Catholic heritage, made possible by the sacrifices of previous generations. 
· Reflection on the mission of your own Parish. If your parish has a Mission Statement or Vision Statement, it might be appropriate to reflect on how Stewardship fits into that. 
· Reflection on the charge given to each of us in baptism to return to God, out of gratitude, a first portion of our time in prayer, service to others and , generosity of our material goods so this mission can continue. 
· Encourage people to tithe, to “take the plunge and start, to make a commitment and stick to it.”
· For information on the spiritual meaning of money, visit: http://saintvincents.org/category/audio-series-making-stewardship-a-way-of-life/

Week 4: Follow-up weekend
· Bulletin reminder for those who didn’t make a commitment to make one today.
· Pencils and commitment cards remain in the pews. 
· Priest asks those who have not made a commitment to please do so and put in the offertory basket.
· Enter all pledges in database.
· Prepare Thank You by Name Bulletin Insert (listing the families who made a commitment) to put in the bulletin the following week. 
· Mailing No. 4 - Send Thank You email or letter with Holy Card to those who have responded with their new pledge amounts.


Bulletin Insert
1. God does not need your money. He wants your HEART. He wants you to trust in Him and give your gift of treasure from your heart! “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21)

2. Stewardship of treasure begins in the bible at the beginning in Genesis...the story of Cain and Abel.
In the course of time Cain brought an offering to the Lord from the fruit of the soil while Abel, for his part, brought one of the best firstlings of his flock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering He did not. Cain greatly resented this and was crest fallen. So the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you so resentful and crest fallen? If you do well, you can hold up your head, but if not, sin is a demon lurking at the door. His urge is toward you yet you can be his master.”

The story of Cain and Abel is truly the essence of Stewardship of treasure. To give your gift of treasure to God from your heart, with love, of the best that you can give not what is left over. Giving a portion of your treasure each week is an act of true love for God as well as a matter of trust in Him. It is a test to see here your HEART truly lies. You cannot out give God who not only gave you EVERYTHING you have but also gave His only son who suffered and died on the cross for you. Next weekend is Commitment Weekend for the Stewardship of Treasure; please pray about how God is calling you to give of your financial resources.

3. This weekend is Commitment Sunday when you will be asked to make a commitment financially to our parish family. Please reflect on the passages below to help you determine how you are called to give:
a. God asks a tithe in thanksgiving for what God has given. 
b. A tithe is the first tenth of income (gross) and not what is “leftover.”
c. The tithe is the sole source of income for the parish. 
d. A tithe includes all of your charitable giving, but at least half your tithe should go to the parish. Catholic school parents are encouraged to make a half tithe.
Thank you to everyone who has committed to our parish family through the Stewardship of Generosity!

4. If you have not yet done so, please consider making a commitment of Stewardship of Generosity. Every parishioner is part of the body of Christ, without the gifts of all we are weakened and cannot carry out the fundamental mission of the Church. You can fill out a commitment card and turn it into the parish office or drop it in the offertory. Thank you for your generosity! 
Allow your heart to be changed by Christ so that you may experience the true treasure of giving.

Prayers of the Faithful
1. That we may come to realize everything we have is a gift from God and we are called to generously share these gifts.

2. That our eyes may be open to the needs around us and our hands and hearts may be open to sharing our gifts to make this world a better place for all of us.

3. That we recognize everything we have is a gift from God, including our money, and to generously share our wealth to support the mission of our Church, locally and around the world.

4. That we may be persistent in our Stewardship, even when it is not convenient or comfortable.
Pulpit Announcement
1. Over these next few weeks, our parish family will focus on Stewardship of Generosity and our need to give back to the one who gave first. Please prayerfully consider your sacrifice and commitment to our parish.

2. Next weekend you will be hearing from a lay witness who will share his/her own Stewardship journey. We will all have this opportunity to make a commitment to our parish family. Please bring your completed commitment cards to Mass with you next week.  

3. Today we will focus on Stewardship of Generosity and collectively, as the body of Christ, we will have the opportunity to make a commitment to furthering the mission of our church!

4. Thank you to everyone who so generously made a commitment to our parish family. Your sacrifice and commitment is much appreciated. We could not do what we do as a church without you!
FB/Website: Stewardship of Generosity pictures are found on the website below. Feel free to use these pictures online to promote Stewardship of Generosity.
Details for Stewardship of Generosity Mailing

· Send Stewardship letters only for Stewardship of Generosity because, couples or families need to discuss and discern together how they will give back to God for all of God’s blessings. Stewardship of Prayer, Service, Faith, Vocations, Earth are distributed in the pews only and completed at Mass.
 
· Mailing No. 1: Case Letter (all printed on letterhead). 
· This can be sent with a brochure on Stewardship of Generosity. These can be ordered from Our Sunday Visitor or the like. They can send them directly to your printing company to prepare the personalized letters and stamp them with regular stamps, not meter stamps.
· Mailing No. 2: Commitment Card Mailing
· These are segmented according to various groups such as regular givers, non-givers, special givers, etc. (see examples under Stewardship of Generosity on the website).
· Mailing No. 3: Follow-up letter with (optional) additional commitment card and business reply envelope
· Mailing No. 4: Thank you letter or email with Thank You cards made by school children, and payment options card for review by the donors. 

· If you wish to have mailings 1, 3 and 4 be an email to all parishioners instead that can also work. Please be sure emails are personalized. 













**Altar Call: A basket(s) is placed on the altar and a special song is played while people fill out their cards. Everyone is asked to physically get out of their pews to turn their commitments into the basket as a symbol of giving themselves to the Lord. 

Deuteronomy 26:2-4 says, “You shall take some fruits of the various products of soil which you harvest…and putting them in a basket…you shall go to the priest…[who will] set it in front of the altar of the Lord, your God.”

For more Stewardship of Generosity materials, go to:
https://www.advancementfoundation.org/stewardship-themes
and look under the Stewardship of Generosity heading
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